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4 December, 2003.

Dear Teachers, Parents and Priests of the Archdiocese of Sydney

Jesus Christ is the great model in the teaching of our faith.  His example has been an inspiration to the
faithful over two thousand years.  The mission to continue Jesus’ message has been entrusted to us in various
ways.  It is a calling and a privilege that we cannot treat lightly.

This Religious Education Curriculum brings together the essential components of knowledge, understanding,
appreciation and celebration of our rich tradition.  It provides the opportunities and the skills for young
people to meet the challenge of living the Catholic faith in today’s world.  The teachers are given a
structured support acknowledging that the teaching of religion in our schools is a very special part of the
Church’s mission.  This curriculum is intended to complement the work of the parents and the parish in
assisting with the life-long process of the religious education of the individual.

The development of this curriculum has been based on the established and well-received foundational
curricula Celebrating Our Journey (K-6) and Faithful to God: Faithful to People (7-12) developed in the
1990’s by the Catholic Education Office, Sydney.  It has incorporated a New South Wales edition of the
texts, To Know, Worship and Love, collaboratively developed with the Archdiocese of Melbourne as the
major resource for each year level from years 3-10.  These texts will bring to students’ homes the focus of
the unit being developed within the classroom and provide opportunities for discussion with their parents.

For many reasons the teaching of religion has become more difficult through the past decades.  Despite this,
the level of commitment from teachers in the classroom, parents in the support of the Religious Education
program and from priests, and the Catholic Education Offices, has been inspirational.

I want to thank the many people who have given enormous energy, devotion and skill to the development of
these texts.  Staff of the Catholic Education Office, Sydney, and especially Sr Leonie Crotty (Head of
Religious Education) with advisory assistance from the Dioceses of Wollongong, Armidale and Lismore
have produced a remarkable set of documents for use in our schools.  My thanks also to the Catholic Institute
of Sydney, and the Director of the Catholic Adult Education Centre for their theological readings of the
material.

I now authorize and direct that the redeveloped Religious Education Curriculum (December 2003) and the
student texts, To Know, Worship and Love are to be used in all Catholic school classes of the Archdiocese of
Sydney.

   Yours in Christ

+ George Cardinal Pell
   Archbishop of Sydney
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The Catholic school is part of a Church which is sent by God to

proclaim that we are saved in Jesus Christ.

This proclamation must take place in ways that are

faithful to God and to the needs of the students.

The school is faithful to God when it truly represents and points to God

and constantly celebrates God among us.

It is faithful to its students

when it knows and understands their present reality

and when it teaches in such a way

 that they are invited to bring forth from their own experience

 original expressions of Christian life, celebration and thought.

This faithfulness, to God and the students,

is the criterion by which

all Religious Education in Catholic schools is judged.
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS IN SYDNEY: THE PRESENT REALITY

To be faithful to the students in Catholic schools, it is necessary to acknowledge their present
reality. If schools are going to offer them the hope that the message of Jesus Christ Risen gives to
all creation, we must know their situation in order to teach more effectively.

We can say these things of the students in Catholic schools in Sydney:

they have religious questions and a range of different religious experiences

they are sometimes more attuned to spiritual experiences than to traditional religious practice

they have a variety of experiences of primary schooling; most have attended Catholic primary
schools but some have not
they are often unfamiliar with the language of formal religion, as are many adults

they come from a rich diversity of ethnic and cultural backgrounds, and a range of Catholic rites

they come from families that take many forms

many have a sense of justice and concern for the disadvantaged

they are influenced by the media, which shapes many of their ideas and attitudes

they, like young people of every era, are enthusiastic, altruistic and idealistic.

We can say these things of the teachers of Religious Education in Sydney Catholic schools:

we are better trained and informed, and the Religious Education offered to students today is more
comprehensive than it was

many of us have chosen to teach Religious Education, have studied for it and enjoy the challenge

many of us who teach Religious Education do not have it as our first or main subject

we, like our students, have religious questions and a range of religious experiences

we have, perhaps more so than in any other subject area, the chance to make a difference.

We can say these things of the culture in which students live:

Catholic practice in Australia has changed, as have people’s expectations of the Catholic school

the place of authority has been challenged by the fallibility of some authority figures

people are faced with many choices among religions and spiritualities, and often lack an informed
basis for discriminating between them

we live in a secular society, which is often negative towards religious ideas and beliefs.

Education in the school years is a partnership of home, parish and school. All those involved are
partners in faith, hope and love.
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RELIGIOUS FORMATION OF OUR STUDENTS 2003 – 2007

A commitment was made at the Archdiocesan Principals’
Meeting on 4 April 2003, in the presence of Archbishop Pell,
to address over the coming years, the following goals:

♦ to encourage students to base their lives on the teaching
and example of Christ

♦ to enhance students’ understanding and reading of
Scriptures

♦ to promote the value of students spending regular time
in personal prayer and reflection

♦ to strengthen students’ awareness of how religion helps
to answer real questions about the meaning of life

♦ to strengthen students’ relationship with and belief in
Christ as a real person in their daily lives

♦ to nurture students’ conviction that God always forgives
them, and lead them to value and receive the
Sacrament of Reconciliation more frequently

♦ to strengthen students’ knowledge and belief that Jesus
Christ is truly God and truly man

♦ to enrich students’ attitudes to Religious Education

♦ to nurture in students a positive attitude to reflection and
the value of retreats.

(This commitment is a response to the longitudinal research

data (Flynn 1972-2000) as reported in ‘Catholic Schools 2000’)
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION – A PARTNERSHIP

Religious Education participates in the Church’s mission of

evangelisation, to announce the Good News of Jesus Christ.

Evangelisation belongs to the whole Church.  By word and witness it

introduces, or re-introduces to people the saving power of Jesus’ call to

conversion and relationship with God.

Religious Education also participates in the Church’s mission of

catechesis, to hand on and share faith within the community of

believers.  The pre-eminent place of catechesis is the parish where the

individual is sacramentally initiated and joins the community in worship

and service. Religious Education and catechesis are distinct activities

that complement each other.

Religious Education presents in a systematic and convincing way the

teachings of the Gospel, the nature of Christianity and ways Christians

live their lives.  As an educational endeavour it reflects “the same

systematic demands and the same rigour as other disciplines”

(General Directory for Catechesis, n73).

Religious Education is a lifelong process.  Parents are the first and

foremost educators of their children and the family is generally the first

place where children come to Christian faith.  Religious Education in

the school years is therefore a partnership of home, parish and school.

All those involved in Catholic Education are partners in faith, hope and

love.
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THE JOURNEY TO EMMAUS
The Emmaus story (Luke 24:13-35) is central to the Religious Education Curriculum.  It is also an
inspiration for lifelong Religious Education.  In the story four movements can be discerned.  These
movements are part of a dynamic process, which assists students to make sense of their
experience in the light of revelation.

The Emmaus Story Opened ….

making sense

The disciples on the road, reflecting on their experience

gaining access

The meaning that Jesus brings to their experience by walking with them, listening to their
experience, then searching the Scriptures and teachings of their tradition with them

celebrating

The recognition and experience of the Risen Christ in the moment of celebration –
the breaking of bread

responding

They set out and returned to proclaim the Risen Christ

Now that very same day, two of them were on their way to a village called Emmaus, seven miles from
Jerusalem, and they were talking together about all that had happened.  And it happened that as they were
talking together and discussing it, Jesus himself came up and walked by their side; but their eyes were
prevented from recognising him.  He said to them, ‘What are all these things that you are discussing as you
walk along?’  They stopped, their faces downcast.

Then one of them, called Cleopas, answered him, ‘You must be the only person staying in Jerusalem
who does not know the things that have been happening there these last few days.’  He asked, ‘What
things?’  They answered, ‘All about Jesus of Nazareth, who showed himself a prophet powerful in action and
speech before God and the whole people; and how our chief priests and our leaders handed him over to be
sentenced to death, and had him crucified.  Our own hope had been that he would be the one to set Israel
free.  And this is not all: two whole days have now gone by since it all happened; and some women from our
group have astounded us; they went to the tomb in the early morning, and when they could not find the
body, they came back to tell us they had seen a vision of angels who declared he was alive.  Some of our
friends went to the tomb and found everything exactly as the women had reported, but of him they saw
nothing.

Then he said to them, ‘You foolish men! So slow to believe all that the prophets have said!  Was it not
necessary that the Christ should suffer before entering into his glory?  Then, starting with Moses and going
through all the prophets, he explained to them the passages throughout the scriptures that were about
himself.

When they drew near to the village to which they were going, he made as if to go on; but they pressed
him to stay with them saying, ‘It is nearly evening, and the day is almost over.’  So he went in to stay with
them.  Now he was with them at table, he took the bread and said the blessing; then he broke it and handed
it to them.  And their eyes were opened and they recognised him; but he had vanished from their sight.
Then they said to each other, ‘Did not our hearts burn within us as he talked to us on the road and explained
the scriptures to us?’

They set out that instant and returned to Jerusalem.  There they found the Eleven assembled together
with their companions, who said to them, ‘The Lord has indeed risen and has appeared to Simon.’  Then
they told their story of what had happened on the road and how they had recognised him at the breaking of
bread.

(Luke 24:13-35)
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THE EMMAUS STORY

In the Emmaus Story, each of its four movements are inter-connected and can find expression in
any of the elements of Religious Education in the school.  The Religious Education Curriculum
does not present the four movements of the ‘Emmaus’ understanding of Religious Education as a
sequential lock-step process.  Each movement enriches every other movement, as the
accompanying diagram illustrates.

making sense of
everyday life

experiences in the
broader contexts of
mystery, complexity,
confusion and awe

responding to the
activity of God in their

lives and in the whole of
creation

gaining access to and
understanding the

Scriptures, the traditions
of the Catholic

community, its stories,
its experiences and its

teachings

celebrating with others
the mystery and life of

the Risen Christ

RELIGIOUS
EDUCATION
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SYLLABUS
In the Religious Education Curriculum, the syllabus and support material have been presented
together in units of work to assist teachers with planning and implementation.

The following sections constitute the syllabus:
♦ Aims – Secondary Religious Education
♦ Objectives
♦ Syllabus Outcomes
♦ Classroom Outcomes

These sections provide the basis of teaching and learning in Religious Education.

INDICATIVE TIME
The Indicative Time necessary for students to demonstrate achievement of the Syllabus Outcomes
in Stages 4 and 5 (Years 7-10) is 400 hours.

On average each module would occupy about 13 hours or five weeks. These time requirements
relate to the classroom Religious Education program. Indicative Time for Religious Education does
not include time for Personal Development, Health and Physical Education.

Comprehensive Religious Education also includes integration of Catholic values across the
curriculum, the liturgical and prayer life of the school, opportunities for retreats and reflection days,
and community service programs and voluntary groups. These belong to the life of the whole
school and time for these elements should be shared proportionately by all subjects, including
Religious Education. Therefore, extensive classroom Religious Education time should not be spent
on their preparation and performance.

ASSESSMENT
Assessment of student achievement of observable classroom outcomes is essential to Secondary
Religious Education.  Assessment:

♦ is dynamic, creative and varied; it should encourage and advance learning
♦ flows directly from classroom outcomes and teaching/learning strategies
♦ is an activity undertaken by students (Self Assessment and Peer Assessment) and the teacher

(Teacher Assessment)
♦ involves a number of processes: observing and inquiring are the most frequently used; marking and

testing are also significant
♦ applies to Values and Attitudes, Knowledge and Skills classroom outcomes.

Values and Attitudes classroom outcomes are assessable. Even though values and attitudes are
personal and subjective on one level, they propel people’s actions and become visible in them. What
students do are indicators of what they value. Therefore, values and attitudes identified in Syllabus
Outcomes are broken down into a series of classroom outcomes that specify the value-in-action, in a
form that is observable.

In planning assessment the aim and processes of standards-referenced assessment should be taken
into consideration.

For additional information, see Faithful to God: Faithful to People Support Document (1997), p83ff.
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AIMS OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS

All elements of the school’s Religious Education program aim to assist students towards:

• making sense of everyday life experiences in the broader contexts of mystery, complexity,
confusion and awe

• gaining access to and understanding the Scriptures, the traditions of the Catholic community,
its stories, its experiences and its teachings

• celebrating with others the mystery and life of the Risen Christ
• responding to the activity of God in their lives and in the whole of creation.

The Classroom Religious Education program aims to achieve this by developing in each student
understanding and appreciation of:

E
Catholic moral teaching

and an ability to work for
justice in the world

D
God in prayer, liturgy

and the sacraments and
a willingness to

participate in both
personal and communal

prayer

B
the living Tradition of the

Catholic Church and a
willingness to participate

in its mission

A
the Scriptures and the

message of Jesus Christ
and openness to their
significance for living

C
God and creation,
awareness of the

existence of good and
evil, and a capacity to
search effectively for

meaning in life

The aims of
the Classroom

Religious
Education
Program
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OBJECTIVES OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS

The classroom Religious Education program will provide appropriate teaching and learning
opportunities so that students are able to:

A Scripture and Jesus

appreciate the breadth and
wisdom of the Scriptures, their
significance for life, and the
impact Jesus and his teachings
can have in shaping attitudes and
values

develop an understanding of the
nature of Scripture and its
portrayal of the story of the people
of God with particular emphasis
on the significance of the life,
teachings, death and resurrection
of Jesus Christ

use and interpret the Scriptures;
think critically and reflectively on
the meaning of Jesus’ life, death
and resurrection

B Church and Community

become aware of their religious
identity and their spiritual heritage;
appreciate the richness of the
tradition and the need for
community; be open to
participation in the mission of the
Church

develop an understanding of the
nature and mission of the Church,
both local and universal, and its
history and teachings from its
beginning to the present

analyse and communicate
informed viewpoints on the nature
and mission of the Church; review
their experience in the light of its
teachings; evaluate their
participation in its undertakings

C God, Religion and Life

appreciate the diverse
expressions of God’s presence in
the world; respect the religious
diversity of humanity;
acknowledge the tension between
good and evil; be open to the
need to integrate religion with life

develop an understanding of the
action of God in creation, the
reality of good and evil and the
human search for meaning in
Christian and other traditions

reflect on the action of God in
creation; reason with appropriate
information and present coherent
viewpoints; recognise the reality of
good and evil; make informed
responses in their search for
meaning

D Prayer, Liturgy and Sacraments

become aware of the potential for
relating with God within the
sacraments, liturgy and prayer; be
willing to engage in personal and
communal prayer and the liturgical
life of the Church

develop an understanding of the
celebrating community and the
individual in the sacraments,
liturgy and expressions of prayer
in the Catholic tradition

interpret and communicate the
nature and development of the
sacraments, liturgy and prayer;
prepare and participate in various
expressions of private prayer and
communal celebrations

E Morality and Justice

appreciate their personal
responsibility for moral decision-
making; recognise that moral
decision-making can be both
complex and demanding; accept
the need to work with compassion
for justice in the world; believe in
their own potential to effect
change

develop an understanding of
Catholic moral teaching, its
relationship to moral issues and
place in personal decision-
making, including its call to work
for justice in the world

research into and reflect on
Catholic moral teaching; develop
the ability to make responsible
moral decisions; apply the
principles of justice and
compassion in their lives
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CONTENT STRANDS

Faithful to God: Faithful to People is organised around five main areas of study. Each of
the five areas is given equal expression throughout the curriculum. Each area is identified in the
Aims and Objectives and is consolidated progressively in the Syllabus Outcomes and units of each
of the three stages of secondary school.

A Scripture and Jesus

Through this study it is hoped that students will appreciate the breadth and wisdom of the
Scriptures and their significance for their lives and the lives of others, and they will use the
Scriptures and find in them the story of God's revelation to the People of God, brought to fulfilment
in Jesus Christ. Jesus is the heart of the Christian message and the one on whom all teaching is
based. Through reflection on the meaning of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection, students can
recognise the profound significance for their lives.

B Church and Community

This area aims to develop in each student understanding and appreciation of the living Tradition of
the Catholic Church and a willingness to participate in its mission. By becoming more aware of
their religious identity and spiritual heritage, they can appreciate the richness of the Tradition and
the necessity of community. Their learning will enable them to review their experience in light of
the teachings of the Church and evaluate their participation in its undertakings.

C God, Religion and Life

The third area explores the action of God in creation, the reality of good and evil, and the human
search for meaning in life. It hopes that students will reflect on and appreciate the diverse
expressions of God’s presence in the world, respect the religious diversity of humanity,
acknowledge the tension between good and evil, make informed responses in their search for
meaning, and be open to the need to integrate religion with life.

D Prayer, Liturgy and Sacraments

This essential area of the curriculum strives to assist the students to become more aware of the
potential for relating with God in prayer, liturgy and the sacraments so that they may be willing to
engage in personal and communal prayer, and in the liturgical and sacramental life of the Church.
Experiences of preparation for and participation in these events are crucial. The whole area builds
on the experiences of celebration that are the heart of the primary Religious Education curriculum.

E Morality and Justice

The final area develops values, understanding and skills in relation to Catholic moral teaching, its
relationship to moral character, the way it addresses moral issues and the call to work for justice in
the world. It should assist students to appreciate their personal responsibility for moral decision-
making, believe in their own potential to effect change, and apply principles of justice and
compassion in their lives.



Archdiocese of Sydney Introduction – Year 9
Faithful to God: Faithful to People RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CURRICULUM

- 16 -

SYLLABUS OUTCOMES FOR STAGE 4 (YEAR 7)

It is intended that students will:

Values and Attitudes Knowledge Skills

A7-1 appreciate the vitality and
potential of narratives, events
and stories and the variety of
books, people and messages
contained in the Scriptures

describe the nature of
narratives, events and stories
and the structure of the Bible

locate and interact with
narratives, events and stories
and passages in the Old and
New Testaments

A7-2 identify with the experiences
of people and events of the
Old Testament

describe major themes, people
and events of the Hebrew
story

communicate an overview of the
themes, people and events of
the Old Testament

B7-1 appreciate the local Church
community and its
connection to their school

demonstrate knowledge of the
tradition of their school and
local Church community within
the diocese

compile information about lives
of individuals who contributed to
the life of the school and local
Church community

C7-3 be aware of God’s creativity
experienced in human
activity

describe how God is active in
all creation

identify a range of expressions
of God’s presence in the natural
environment and human
experience

D7-1 value the role of personal
prayer, and the Church as a
community which worships
together

identify a variety of ways in
which people pray

prepare for, and participate in,
prayer in a variety of forms

D7-2 respect liturgical ritual as a
response to the patterns of
every day life

describe the seasons and
celebrations which comprise
the official Liturgy of the
Church

creatively express elements of
the seasons and celebrations of
the Church

E7-1 appreciate the many
influences that affect moral
decision-making

identify the various aspects in
the formation of Christian
ideals and decisions

assess the extent to which moral
character has an impact on the
process of making choices
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SYLLABUS OUTCOMES FOR STAGE 4 (YEAR 8)

It is intended that students will:

Values and Attitudes Knowledge Skills

A8-3 appreciate the regional
diversity of Israel at the time
of Jesus, and differences in
customs and social groups

identify the geography,
customs and social groups at
the time of Jesus

analyse stories about Jesus in
terms of their cultural and
historical background

B8-2 value the variety of practices,
activities and people in the
Church

describe the range of activities
and people involved in ministry
in the Catholic Church

explore possible ways of being
actively involved in the mission
of the Church

B8-3 be aware of the commitment
and vision of the men and
women in the early Christian
communities

describe important events and
personalities of the early
Christian communities

use historical sources to
interpret early Church history

C8-1 accept that in the Christian
understanding good triumphs
over evil

identify the elements of good
and evil in personal and group
experiences

investigate experiences of good
and evil in life and in the
Scriptures

C8-2 be open to different ways
that Catholics express their
relationship with God

identify rites and cultural
expressions of the Catholic
Church

demonstrate significant ways
Catholics relate to God

D8-3 value those signs, symbols
and rituals which guide and
enrich their own and other
people’s lives

describe sign, symbol and
ritual, the nature of the
sacraments, and rituals
associated with the
sacraments of initiation

classify examples of sign,
symbol, ritual and sacrament

E8-2 appreciate how the words
and actions of Jesus
provided a model of living for
the people he encountered

describe situations from the
Gospels which portray Jesus
as guide for living the Christian
life

gather information on the way in
which some Gospel characters
were changed by their response
to Jesus

E8-3 value the relevance of the
teachings of Jesus to
contemporary society and life
experiences

identify ways in which
Christians live lives of
discipleship in accordance with
the ideals and values of Jesus

apply the teachings and ideals
of Jesus to contemporary life
situations
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SYLLABUS OUTCOMES FOR STAGE 5 (YEAR 9)

It is intended that students will:

Values and Attitudes Knowledge Skills

A9-1
appreciate the breadth and
nature of the Scriptures, and
the variety of literary styles
and objectives of their
writers

recognise the types of
writing contained in the Old
and New Testaments

distinguish between literal and
figurative language

A9-2
respect the Scriptures as a
source of wisdom, and
appreciate them as a
religious interpretation of
Israel’s history

demonstrate knowledge of
selected parts of the
Pentateuch, history,
prophets and Wisdom
literature

analyse themes and
messages in sections of the
Old Testament

B9-1
appreciate the relevance of
the Church’s teachings to
their lives

identify key teachings of the
Catholic Church, especially
those found in the Nicene
Creed

use religious language in
relation to beliefs and
practices of the Catholic
Church

B9-3
value the heritage,
contemporary experience
and cultural diversity of
Australian Catholics

describe the development of
the Catholic Church in
Australia from its beginnings
to the present

investigate and research the
contributions that women and
man have made to the
Catholic Church in Australia

C9-1
be aware that all human
institutions contain good and
evil, and that we live in the
tension this creates

recognise the images in
society which highlight the
contrast between good and
evil

research and analyse images
about good and evil in music,
media and film

D9-1
value the need for
reconciliation and healing as
unifying forces for the
community

explain the importance of the
sacraments of Penance and
Anointing of the Sick in the
Catholic tradition

prepare specific aspects of
liturgies and prayers relating
to the sacraments of healing

D9-3 respect Mary’s role in the life
of the Church

outline the development of
traditions and prayers
relating to Mary

analyse changing patterns of
spiritual, liturgical and artistic
expressions of Mary

E9-2
be open to the wisdom of the
Ten Commandments and
the Beatitudes

demonstrate understanding
of the Ten Commandments
and the Beatitudes as guides
for living the Christian life

apply the teachings of the Ten
Commandments and
Beatitudes to a variety of life
situations
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SYLLABUS OUTCOMES FOR STAGE 5 (YEAR 10)

It is intended that students will:

Values and Attitudes Knowledge Skills

A10-3 appreciate the relevance of
the teachings of Jesus to
their lives

identify the main elements of
one synoptic Gospel’s
portrayal of Jesus

apply Gospel themes to a
variety of modern day
situations

B10-2

appreciate the relevance of
a theme or historical period
to the life and mission of the
Church today

demonstrate knowledge of
the key aspects of an
important theme or period
within Church history

pose questions, research and
communicate information
about key aspects of an
important theme or period in
Church history

C10-2
appreciate what Christians
share in common and the
quest for Christian unity

identify the different beliefs
and practices of the major
Christian denominations

compare the beliefs and
practices of various Christian
denominations

C10-3

be open to the contribution
of all peoples and cultures to
the development of an
understanding of religion
and life

describe the religious
responses of ancient and
indigenous peoples and
cultures, including Australian
Aboriginal spirituality

investigate a range of religious
concepts in ancient and
indigenous religions

D10-2 be open to the meaning and
significance of the Eucharist

describe the development,
structure and significance of
the Eucharist

analyse elements of the
Eucharist and its place as the
central focus of worship for
Catholics

E10-1
appreciate the need for
personal moral convictions

identify ways in which
individuals develop personal
responsibility and moral
maturity

analyse situations which
require moral decision-making

E10-3
value their potential to be
involved in promoting justice

critique the value systems in
contemporary Australian
society, the reality of
oppression, and the
Christian call to work for
justice in the world

investigate contemporary
examples of individuals and
movements working for justice
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HOW TO USE A UNIT

The following table outlines the purpose and suggested uses of the separate sections of the unit in
the order they are presented.

Classroom Outcomes The table of Classroom Outcomes identifies the five areas of concentration in
each unit. It provides the focus areas of the unit.

Spiritual Reflection
for Teachers

By reading the Spiritual Reflection, teachers are helped towards a personal
response to what they will teach in the unit. They are encouraged to be faithful
to personal reflection before planning the teaching/learning experiences for their
students.

Links With Students’
Life Experience

The links provide touch points with student life experience. They offer advice on
how teaching and learning can make the critical connection between the lived
expression of the Tradition and the reality of students’ life.

The Church’s
Teaching and Lived
Tradition

This section highlights the need for Church teachings and the scriptures to be
brought alive for the students in order for them to understand that the Church
nurtures their faith life and gives moral and spiritual guidance based on these
teachings.

Catechism of The
Catholic Church

Citations from the Catechism of the Catholic Church relevant to the unit should
be read by the teacher.  The citations are identified by Part, Section and
Paragraph as recorded in the Catechism of the Catholic Church.

Scripture:
Background
Information

Specific Scripture texts have been identified to ensure that students are
exposed to a breadth and depth of Scripture. This section helps to ‘break open’
the Scripture. The commentaries explore the contextual, cultural, historical,
political or religious background of particular texts. The Scriptural passages
should be incorporated explicitly or implicitly in the teaching/learning process.

Syllabus Outcomes
The syllabus outcomes are identified at the commencement of the detailed
outline of the unit. These are given more specific attention by the five separate
classroom outcomes contained in the unit.

Classroom Outcomes
Each classroom outcome is an integrated statement of values and attitudes,
knowledge and skills. Each outcome should be holistically integrated into the
teaching/learning strategies and assessment approaches.
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Essential Reading for
Teachers

This section is necessary for the teacher’s preparation prior to teaching the unit.
It provides a background and the understanding of the content on which the
teacher builds the unit.

Suggested
Assessment

Some suggested assessment strategies are provided. The assessment
approaches should be determined prior to establishing the teaching/learning
strategies. Students should receive progressive feedback from teachers about
their achievement of the outcomes. Peer and self-reflection encourage reflective
practice. This column can be modified in a downloaded document in order
to incorporate effective assessment approaches suitable for your class.

Suggested
Teaching/Learning
Strategies

A variety of suggested activities incorporating differing learning styles. Teachers
should choose strategies according to their students’ needs. Scripture
references and links to material in the student books To Know Worship and
Love are also contained here.  This column is designed to be interactive and
become the teachers’ programs once the document has been
downloaded. Teachers’ own ideas on effective strategies should be
incorporated to formulate the unit program.  Registration of strategies employed
can also be included in this column.

Celebration: Prayer
and Liturgy

This section provides a prayer and reflection that generally incorporates the
scripture passages from the unit. Throughout the year a variety of prayer styles
have been suggested.  These liturgies and celebrations require preparation,
particularly for proclaiming the Word of God.

Sample Teaching
Strategy

A detailed teaching strategy incorporating material from the student book To
Know Worship and Love.  It provides some ideas about how the textbook can
be used effectively and creatively.

Resources
The resources suggested serve as excellent materials for further background
study by the teacher or for use in the classroom. They will be frequently updated
On-line.

Unit Evaluation
Evaluation forms the final stage of the registration of the unit. The questions are
divided into two distinct areas. Questions 1 to 3 are concerned with specific
syllabus outcomes for the unit. Questions 4 to 6 are generic and relate to the
way the teacher has approached learning in the unit.
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Faithful to God: Faithful to People
Revised Units

Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10

A7-1

The Bible: Sacred
Scripture

A8-3

The Setting of the
Gospels

A9-1

Literary Forms in the
Scriptures

A10-3
A Synoptic Gospel

A7-2

Old Testament:
Overview

B8-2

People and Ministries in
the Church

A9-2

Old Testament: Selected
Texts

B10-2
The Church in History

B7-1

School and Church
Communities

B8-3

Early Christian
Communities

B9-1

Key Church Teachings

C10-2

Major Christian
Denominations

C7-3

God and People in
Creation

C8-1

Experiences of Good
and Evil

B9-3

Catholic Church in
Australia

C10-3

Ancient and Indigenous
Religions

D7-1

Ways People Pray

C8-2

Ways of Being Catholic

C9-1

Images of Good and Evil

D10-2

Eucharist

D7-2

The Liturgical Year

D8-3

Symbol & Ritual:
Sacraments of Initiation

D9-1

Sacraments of Healing

E10-1
Personal Moral
Responsibility

E7-1

Christian Ideals:
Moral Decisions

E8-2

The Influence of Jesus

D9-3

Mary

E10-3

Working for Justice
in Australia

E8-3

Living the Christian Life

E9-2

Ten Commandments
and Beatitudes


